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Washington. D.C. 20250 Dec. 4, 1986 


The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculture and trade. 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE 


Export volume for October 1986 totaled 11.2 million tons, up 14 
percent from the 9.8 million tons exported during October 1985, and 2.5 
million tons above September 1986. This was the fifth consecutive month of 
increase. Agricultural export values during October 1986 totaled $2.43 
billion, up “$50 million (4 percent) from October 1985 and $520 million above ; 
the previous month. This is the fourth straight month of increase an value. oe Re: 


Though most major bulk commodities posted value declines aioe the. a 
past fiscal year, sharp gains occurred in recent months for such commodities: Te 
as wheat, rice, cotton, sunflowerseed due to implementation of the new. farm e 
legislation which has made U.S. farm products more price competitive on ther a 
world market. Other commodities contributing to the increase were barley, ke i> 


feeds and fodders, soybeans, soybean meal, poultry meat, eggs, non-fat dry ~ 
milk, beef and veal and horticultural products. ow 

U.S. agricultural imports for October 1986 reached $1.66 billion, up 
16 percent from the October 1985 level. The most pronounced valle increases 
were in beef, pork, and veal, tobacco, fresh fruits and vegetables, fruit 
juices, wine, sugar, coffee and natural rubber. The overall net surplus of 
agricultural trade during October amounted to $780 million, down 22 percent 
from a net surplus of $919 million during October 1985. 


U.S. Agricultural Trade 
(Billion Dollars) 


Cota FISCAL: YEAR--------— awe nomen ern} TO BER——--—~-——— 

1986 1987 Percent 1985 1986 Percent 

Actual Forecast Change Actual Actual Change 
Exports 26.3 26.0 ed Lend 2.4 +4 
Imports v0.9 20.0 -4 1.4 Pad +16 


Balance 


1/. Totals and/or percent changes may differ due to rounding. 


SALLY KLUSARITZ, Editor, Tel. (202) 447-3448. Additional copies may 
be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5922-S, Washington, D.C. 
20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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